Muslims are well aware of the Quraanic injunctions backed up by the
teachings of our Prophet (peace be upon him) that strictty forbids any
interaction with liquor and other intoxicants. The prohibition is at every level
from consumption to production and trade, yet we find many are increasingly
becoming desensitised to frequenting places and gatherings which does,
flagrantly violating the laws of Allah Ta'ala, Palronage of outlels which serve
liquor, including seafood restaurants and coffee shops, is not viewed as a
fransgression since it is rationalized that no liquor is used in the actual food
preparation or consumed.

That the Muslim does not indulge in the liquor is not doubted, Hazrat Umar
(radi allahu anhu) narrated that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be
on him) saying, “Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day must not
sit at a table at which khamr (liguor) is consumed” - reported by Ahmad,
At-Tirmidhi also reports something similar to it. The Noble Quraan itself
labelled intoxicants as “an abomination™ and “Satan's handiwork".

Al-lmam at-Tabarni {Allah’s mercy be upon him) records the following incident
in his commentary on Surah an-Nisaa. Umar bin "Abdil Aziz (Allah's mercy
be upon him) was the governor of al-Madinah for Banu Umayyah and later
Khalifah of the Muslims. The Ahlus Sunnah regard him as worthy successor
to the Khulafa Rashidun. Some people were amested for consuming liquor
and ‘Umar sentenced them to be lashed. When someone defended one of
them that he was fasting and did not drink, Umar confirmed the lashing on
him as well by reciting:
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Then there is also the question of food served which is perceived as Halaal
yvet it becomes contaminated with Haraam ingredients such as pork during
the food preparation. A recent observation of a well-known Portuguese
restaurant in Durban Morth patronised by Muslims, revealed that many
menu items openly described the use of liquor. One shudders to think of
the contamination with Haraam on the rest such as marinating seafood in
white wine, use of Haraam beef stock in vegetarian soups, use of basting
brushes made of pig bristle, use of gelatine from non-Halaal slaughterad
animals etc. One patron commented that “the prawns are to die for." We
mused on the accuracy of the statement, as the consumption of Haraam
leads to the death of ones spirituality.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said; “Whoever among you sees an evil
action, let him change it with his hand (by taking action); if he cannot,
then with his tongue (by speaking out); if he cannot, then with his heart
(by hating it and feeling that it is wrong), and that is the weakest of
faith.” Narrated by Muslim.

This denunciation of the heart is an individual obligation in all situations and
there is no excuse as no one has any power over your heart. Staying in a
place where evil is being committed goes directly against this. No matter
which ever way you serve it, casual dining where liquor is served is harmful
to your Imaan.

IMAAN IS OUR GREATEST ASSET. BE WISE — DON'T COMPROMISE



